
FERC Approved PennEast 
But the fight is only beginning 

Learn your rights and how we will beat 
PennEast

NJ Sierra Club  
West Amwell Citizens Against the Pipeline

West Amwell Municipal Building 
150 Rocktown Lambertville Road 
Lambertville, NJ

Wednesday, January 24th 
7pm-8pm
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• A condensed interpretation of the FERC Order 
• Jeff Tittel, Executive Director NJ Sierra Club 

• Next Steps on Fighting the PennEast Pipeline  
• Mike Spille, WACAP 

• Feds & Eminent Domain 
• Protecting your Property 
• Premature Tree Cutting 
• What you can do 
• Lambertville East (Rt. 179 Compressor Station) 
• Conclusion

Agenda



Winter is coming

Eminent Domain: 
Imminent

The Federal Government will 
rule on PennEast any day now.  
When they do, eminent domain 
comes into play.

But that’s not the whole story….

In November, we warned….



January 19 
2018

Winter is Coming

We are entering the 
Winter of Eminent Domain
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Property Issues Timing

ORDER OF WORRIES 
• PennEast Final Offers 
• Survey access 
• Premature tree cutting 
• Final construction order
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PENNEAST FINAL OFFERS 
• All landowners w/ no agreements received 

final offer today 
• Deadline of Feb 5th 
• Threats that condemnation value will be 

much lower 
• * DON’T TRUST PENNEAST’s VALUATIONS! *

Next 2 weeks

Property Issues Timing
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SURVEY ACCESS 
• Lands with agreements - depends on 

agreement 
• No agreement - go to court to get survey 

access 

Next Month

Property Issues Timing
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PREMATURE TREE CUTTING 
• PennEast may try to early tree cutting 

permission from FERC 
• “Non-mechanized” construction - HA! 
• Low probability this Spring, but high risk 
• NJ ADMINISTRATION CAN STOP THIS! 
• Properties w/out condemnation hearings 

complete exempt 
• NJDEP can force parameters but not stop

Before March 31, 2018

Property Issues Timing
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Protecting against Early Tree Cutting
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Protecting against Early Tree Cutting
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FINAL CONSTRUCTION ORDER 
• CANNOT HAPPEN UNTIL ALL CONDITIONS ARE 

MET 
• DEP, DRBC, USACE, etc etc etc 
• ROW will be useless to PennEast and 

everyone else if conditions are not met

NEVER!

Property Issues Timing
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• Challenge anyone on your land 
• Demand court order in writing, identification 
• Call police for assistance if you have any doubts 
or difficulties. 
• (Call the police anytime a strange person is on your land!). 
•WA Police: Call 911! 

• Any attempted construction activity or tree 
felling report immediately to Township or 
WACAP

Know your rights
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• Without a court order, PennEast has no right to 
be on your land (even with eminent domain). 

• For survey access, they have to show a granted 
injunction or similar legal instrument allowing 
them access under specific terms 

• For construction, they must demonstrate a 
judge has condemned your land AND they must 
have all State & Federal permits in hand AND 
FERC must give a final go-ahead.  Probably 
NEVER, “best case” for PennEast years away

Property Rights and Access
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DRBC

• Contact Murphy Administration & let them know 
your feelings about PennEast 

• Contact Senators Booker & 
Menendez,Congressman Lance, and all other 
representatives to know your feelings about 
PennEast 

• Write to DRBC to reject PennEast’s application as 
incomplete 

• Write to FERC, NJDEP, PADEP to stop premature 
tree cutting 

• Peaceful Protest

What you can do
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DRBC

What you can do
https://thecostofthepipeline.com/2018/01/24/materials-for-

wacap-meeting-tonight/

• Materials on my blog 
• Bateman petition 
against PennEast
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DRBC

• When/if FERC grants eminent domain powers, 
and PennEast starts to gain legal access to your 
land, there may be peaceful protest actions 
against them 

• Purpose: Publicity, Public Awareness, Political 
Action. 

• Be aware: In past actions (e.g. Constitution 
Pipeline tree clearing), FERC Authorized use of 
Federal Officers armed with military-style assault 
weapons to “protect” pipeline workers 

• Be Smart. Be Safe.

Peaceful Protest
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Keep it peaceful
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http://www.pipeinfo.org/lambertville-east

Lambertville East

• Proposed upgrade to Rt. 179 
Compressor Station 

• Swapping nat gas compressors 
• Less NOX (NJDEP), more 
everything else 

• Township should engage 
Enbridge aggressively on 
Compressor Station issues 

• Township intervening on  
 FERC docket

http://www.pipeinfo.org/lambertville-east
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http://www.pipeinfo.org/lambertville-east

Lambertville East

http://www.pipeinfo.org/lambertville-east
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Wrap Up
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* Eminent Domain is here 
* Reach out to public officials 
* Look for information on peaceful protests

Be Smart.  Be Safe.
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Winter is Coming

Questions?


